We all know that when we build a Succah we erect the walls and the beams that support the schach and then we put the schach on. The schach must be from natural vegetation or as the rabbis put it from the Pesolis or the refuse of our threshing floor or wine vat, meaning any vegetation we would normally throw away. Why should we be commanded to use vegetation we would normally throw away or at most use for a compost heap What’s more why should there be a requirement that rain must able to come through the schach and that we must be able to see the stars, the heavens through the schach? On the holiday of Succos we are constantly asking for G-d’s help. We over and over say Hoshana that means G-d help us. G-d is telling us on this holiday to go out and live in a Succah, to get away from all the rationalizations we tell ourselves about the problems of our lives. He tells us take the Pesolis, take our problems, which we all try to hide. Put them on the roof of Succah. Don’t hide them. Admit them. Only we know what they are. They are our Pesolis. The problems we want to throw away. Don’t hide them. Look up to the heavens. G-d can help us if we face our problems. Let the rains come in because by facing our problems in spite of the tears and rain we can solve them if we face them & ask G-d to help. He will help us overcome our problems. That’s why Succos is called Chag Simchosainu, the holiday of our joy because we know that if we face our problems G-d will help us. He will Hoshanna. May our Succos be joyous because we know that with G-d’s help we will overcome.
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